
Working together, the diocese’s 

Department of Education and the 

Morning Star Initiative team (see 

morningstarinitiative.org) found 

a solution: the Curriculum Leads 

program, which allows teachers to 

pool resources and share expertise 

with other grade-level and subject-area teachers from 

Catholic schools around the diocese. The program 

empowers strong teachers and builds a community of 

support for teachers at every grade level and subject. 

Its efforts have been met with positive feedback from 

teachers, parents and students.

In addition to participating in the Curriculum Leads 

program, individual schools also found solutions to 

the unique challenges of their school community.

Long Beach Catholic Regional School started 

As the coronavirus pandemic closed elementary school buildings 
in the Diocese of Rockville Centre in March, principals and 

teachers faced a significant challenge: How could they engage 
students through remote learning from home?

Long Beach Catholic Regional School
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planning for remote 

learning a couple of 

weeks prior to the school 

closing; however, once the 

governor announced the 

closing of school buildings, 

the principal and faculty 

had to work fast. 

“Our challenge was that 

we were instantly apart 

and needed to regroup and 

plan through Google Meets 

and Zooms,” said Principal 

Kerry Kahn. “The solution 

was to meet frequently 

with smaller groups of 

grades — nursery/pre-

kindergarten; kindergarten, 

first and second grades; third through fifth grades 

and middle school.”

Working in these small groups, the staff was able 

to come up with plans that included how to best 

utilize Google Classroom, determining how many 

Google Meets per week would occur, a way to maintain 

accountability for students and also a way to touch 

base with students to gauge their needs and home 

life in a nonintrusive manner.

“We would then meet as a faculty to share success 

stories and share concerns and any issues,” Kahn said.

The results left a powerful impression on parents 

and students.

“The decision was made to close our schools, and 

without missing a beat, our Monday morning prayers 

and announcements were there to reassure and 

comfort our Long Beach Catholic School families,” said 

parent Jenni Weston, whose children are in second and 

seventh grade at the school. “Our superstar teachers 

had live, virtual lessons ready to go! The first week in 

quarantine, LBCRS students were given a full day of 

lessons, Google Meets and meaningful assignments.”

Students were asked to write letters to residents 

of nearby nursing homes. They gathered virtually for 

Masses livestreamed through the BeachCatholic.com 

website and watched beautiful videos that taught 

about the Stations of the Cross. They enjoyed a virtual 

Spirit Week, live art classes, physical fitness challenges, 

dance-offs, virtual field trips to zoos and museums 

and an Easter egg hunt. The school collected money 

to donate treat baskets with messages of support to 

local hospitals.

“The administration made this transition to online 

learning appear effortless,” Weston continued. “And 

yet, behind the scenes, our teachers were working 

12 to 15 hours a day to make sure our students 

would not experience a disruption in learning. To 

say that LBCRS rose to the occasion would be a 

severe understatement. Our family is so grateful to 

be navigating these scary times with the incredible 

LBCRS family.”

“Our superstar 
teachers had live, 
virtual lessons 
ready to go! The first 
week in quarantine, 
LBCRS students 
were given a full 
day of lessons, 
Google Meets 
and meaningful 
assignments.”

—  Jenni Weston, 
LBCRS parent

LBCRS parent 
Jenni Weston 
with daughters 
from left, 
Madison (12 yrs. 
old finishing 
7th grade) and 
Cassidy (7 yrs. 
old finishing 
2nd grade).

For more information on the Morning Star Initiative visit morningstarinitiative.org.
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